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Summary of Article: The Soul-Corrupting Anti-Tobacco Crusade
The article “The Soul-Corrupting Anti-Tobacco Crusade” explains the government’s hypocritical response to tobacco smoking in the United States. The author begins by giving his personal experience with smoking citing that even he had never smoked cigarettes, he had, however, smoked pipes or cigars since his teenage. In his experience, Prager believes that cigarettes are not as harmful as the government and the anti-tobacco crusaders would want the public to believe.
The article further explains the interference of the government with people’s freedom citing that smoking is among the ways that smokers find pleasure that life has to offer. He claims that “the joy and relaxation that cigars and pipes have brought” him are immense (Prager, 1998, p. 2). The author criticizes the crusaders’ conceived effects of smoking that it is not only too much but also unnecessary because tobacco does not interfere with the soul, mind, conscience or emotional development of the smoker as crusaders advocate. Prager insists that tobacco cannot be classified as a hard drug like cocaine or heroin simply because it is believed to be addictive. In fact, the author tries to equate other addictive things in life such as sex, food, gambling, sugar, coffee, and spending (Prager, 1998).
Also, the article blames the anti-smoking crusaders for turning the moral compass of the society to focus on the negative effects of the addictions that result in health problems more than those that result in a social breakdown. Prager highlights the irresponsible engagements the government and anti-tobacco crusaders have been focused on. For example, he argues that the government has stopped focusing on improving the moral thinking of the society and instead, it has been working to improve it by licensing the lotteries and legalizing the casinos which are more advertised frequently than tobacco, which poses more danger to the society than smoking itself.
The article also criticizes the wrong perception that society has given tobacco smokers. Using a court case in Knox County to explain how judges are giving wrong impressions on smokers. The court in Knox County denied a father who smoked all the visitation rights because he was a smoker (Prager, 1998).  He further adds that scientists have been propagating lies about the effects of smoking since the Environmental Protection Agency classified smoke as a first-class human carcinogen in 1993 (Prager, 1998).
Prager criticizes the anti-tobacco campaigns and strategies undertaken by different states citing that they are causing more damages than positive outcomes. For instance, he uses campaign in Florida in which the government-funded a multimillion campaign project aimed at promoting war against tobacco amongst teenagers. In his opinion, Prager believes that all this the government is doing is teaching the teenagers to look for blames on other people. Prager concludes as he cautions the audience that anti-tobacco crusaders should give people the freedom to choose and control their habits instead of trying to set the moral standards for them.
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